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I t's weird that it took us 'til our sixth issue to finally get to Los Angeles. For those who are just joining our UNDRGRND Magazine journey, we aren't from
too far away. UNDRGRND's roots are in “The 805,” the county directly north of Los Angeles County.
This region — one that expands from Calabasas all the way up to the San Luis Obispo area — has been the main focal point of our hip-hop magazine for the
last three years. We've dove into the up-and-coming rap scenes of Oxnard, Ventura, Santa Maria, Thousand Oaks, and more smaller markets that prove they
deserve the mainstream'’s attention.
UNDRGRND co-owner, Michael Pofsky, and | are from Newbury Park, California, a town roughly an hour outside of Downtown Los Angeles. Living this
close to big brother our whole lives, we've had a front row seat to the rap action that has unfolded in LA throughout recent years. We decided it was finally time
to buckle up and bring our company’s coverage to the second biggest city in the United States,
At first for us, Issue 6: “Los Angeles” boasts two different covers to choose from. Our first showcases a talented roster of artists who have made impressive
impacts in the LA music scene in a relatively short time. Each of these 10 individuals have made steps in their careers that most others would probably
consider unrealistic. Touring with Kalan.FrFr, landing a Snoop Dogg feature, performing at Rolling Loud — just a handful of the experiences that await you in the
following pages. A round of applause for our Issue 6 squad.
In addition, our special edition cover features South Central rap icon, AzChike. We're not afraid to admit that Chike's co-sign meant a lot for us at
UNDRGRND. Pofsky & | want our company to be popular, and we want being in our pages to mean something. Or else, what are we even doing this for?
Featuring an artist who can sell out a show at The Roxy Theatre is a win in our books and ultimately a step in the right direction. Our goal as a platform is to
elevate underground artists who aren't in a major spotlight, and having someone like AzChike part of Issue 6 will give us more power to do just that. P‘o\‘ 7
At times, this was an overwhelming magazine for us to put together. Bigger names, more pages, agents and managers to deal with, \ 18) \p\\,
a larger internal staff — it was a learning curve for everyone involved with this magazine run. \
But hey, we made it. UNDRGRND Magazine Issue f*cking 6: “Los Angeles.” Welcome to the big city everyone. \"OR\\P\P\\' -
We're here to stay.
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FIELD NOTES

March, 4 , 2022

“They murder pigs here.”

Statue told me we were just down the street from a huge
Farmer John slaughterhouse. | was in Vernon, Calif., a city five miles
south of Downtown Los Angeles. It's a place with one of the smallest
populations in the entire state, with more warehouses, meatpacking
plants, and political corruption scandals than actual homes or resi-
dents.

I had come to this remote part of Los Angeles to sitinona
studio session with South Central grunge-rap trio the Chosin Few. It
was the first weekend of March and | met Mars out in the parking lot.

This was my first time seeing the group’s members — Statue,
Mars the Martian, and Evxga — since we held our Issue 6 Photoshoot
Day back in September of last year. Since, the Chosin Few had gone on
tour with Fenix Flexin and dropped a five-song EP Auss/an Roulette.

Mars explains the smell of burnt blood and barbeque from
Farmer John isn't that bad tonight. Slicing pigs in half can smell a lot
worse, | guess. He takes me into the big concrete warehouse where the
studio is. | follow Mars — the oldest member of the group at 30 — up
four flights of stairs and down a hallway. There were a lot of rooms in
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this building, but it's anyone’s guess as to what's exactly behind each
door. Mars stops and screeches a metal door open on the left. Music
blasted into the hallway.

The studio was one room divided into three sections: a
recording setup spot, a lounge zone with a large “L-shaped” couch, and
an editing area in the corner with a Mac desktop. It wasn't exactly the
glamorous high-end studio you see on the other side of Los Angeles in
areas like North Hollywood or Universal City. But the building was safe,
secure, and soundproof—the most necessary qualities of a legitimate
studio. It was the recording home base for the group for about the past
two years.

Tonight happened to be the 24th birthday of one of their
homies, a photographer on the team nicknamed "Shutter Therapy.”
There were six or seven people there — friends who were producers,
rappers, and some who were just there to kick it and enjoy the Friday
night. Bottles of hard alcohol, bongs, and bags of weed scattered the
tables and floor.
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Evxga is the youngest of the group. Still, the
24-year-old is the glue that keeps the Chosin Few pushing
forward at a successful pace. He mixes all the group’s
vocals, and said he’s typically the one organizing studio time
and helping the other two stay focused and efficient with the
music making process. Mars and Statue would both admit
this to me later as well.

“I give a lot of credit to my brother [Evxga] be-
cause | be busy, bro,” Mars says. “He's the motivation. He's
the one telling me, ‘pull up to the studio, or ‘hop on this.

"Aside from keeping the team on track, Evxga is
the link that connected the trio together in the first place.
Evxga and Mars are half-brothers who share the same mom,
and have known each other since birth. As for Statue, the
now 26-year-old first met Evxga while the two attended Alli-
ance College-Ready Academy High School #5, a way-too-long
named charter school not far from USC's campus. In 2015,
the three began working on music together.

Four years down the road, the Chosin Few released
a music video for a new track, “FVDXVD,” the oldest video
uploaded to their current YouTube channel. The visual —
which currently sits at about 6k views — caught the attention
of TK Kimbro and Picasso of R Baron Group, the Los Ange-
les-stationed label and management team with Drakeo the
Ruler, 03 Greedo, Shoreline Mafia, AzChike, and more west
coast hip-hop notables on its resume. R Baron currently
manages the Chosin Few.

“We dropped that ‘FVDXVD' video, and TK seen that shit,” Evxga says. “He just seen something in us, you know? Shoutout R
Baron, they've made a lot of shit happen for us.”

The three also credit R Baron with introducing them to popular LA producer, DJ, and artist Cypress Moreno. The Chosin Few
eventually collabed with Cypress on 7rjple 7Threat a five-pack EP released in Oct. 2020. One year after that drop, the trio joined Fenix
Flexin, Peysoh, MoneySign $uede, and Cypress on a 10-show west coast tour with stops in Oregon, Washington, Arizona, and California.

The studio experience as a whole was raw, unfiltered, and exciting. The eeriness of the slaughterhouse and looming image of
blood was honestly appropriate for the setting. I'm not saying the Chosin Few worships Satan or kills animals or anything like that. But
their music carries a twisted dark energy that people can't help but be attracted to. They're the LA rap world's offering to fans of SoCal's
hardcore and punk scenes, a quality that keeps them different and fresh in the current market.
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fucking be somethlng —so th
a charter school Bro we"

brother went there is becéﬁse we Vv
fucking up.”

LEARNING MUSIC IN REHAB i
a rehabilitation center for min
methamphetamines, alcohol,
But kids there want to be a w
guy, whatever. But you have to
first before you can even go insid
how | learned how to mix Logic Pro.

Phoenix House is
hat do shit like
g opiates, all that.
a rapper, guitar

t your grades up

e the studio. That's

USING DARK THEMES IN MUSIC: “We don't talk
about the devil, we don't talk about anything dark like
that. We might use dark beats because that's the world
that we live in."

SHOUTOUT TO MOM: “My mom &
foundation to this whole group. She got us our first mic
and our first laptop.” '

“Foster has been my fri
met Reb Vlr:wu Fer



LEGAL NAME: Miguel Moran

STAGE NAME: Statue (“cause I'm always
fucked-up stoned”)

WBE: 26

HEMETEWN: South Central Los Angeles
HIGH SCHOBEL: Alliance College-Ready
Academy High School #5

MUSIC INFLUENECE®: Big L, Nas ("l was
born here but | like all the East Coast shit")
UNDRGRND'S CHOICE: "Luck,”
"Rocky Road" |

NETABLE FERTUKER: Foster, Fatz,
Cypress Moreno

FAVORKITE LA FEED: £l Ta'Colgando 48th
& Normandie (“it's not a taco truck — it's a

taco stand”)

ETHER HEBBIES: Cutting hair, “getting
high, drinking good beer. If it's a good day we'll
do a carne asada”

WEED FREFERENEE: "good OG and

a Swisher — | smoke at least like seven

grams a day
MANAGEMERNT: R Baron Group )%%%ST&(

@ FIRST MEETING MARS:
“| heard stories about Mars. He wasn't even existing in my world, but | heard noise from
my homie. | heard Mars had socked a dude’s lip off his face.”

“YRENCH MOB" TO "CHOSIN FEW":
“We were ‘Trench Mob' in like 2014, it was a four-man group. It didn't work out and then
we ended up switching to the Chosin Few. With an 'i’ for sin, because everybody sins.
It's hard after building a certain name up and then you kind of just let the name go, we
had to rebuild the name. But we did that shit, we did it."

ALMOST ATTENDING ART SCHODE:

“| was accepted into Otis College of Art & Design, but | couldn't afford the tuition. If |
could've, | would have been an animal. | like to think I'm god-gifted with drawing and
shit like that — | could draw your face, no cap.”

& e
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MEMIORABLE PERFERMHANEE: "'Our best
show was in San Diego. They showed crazy love.
They literally created like three mosh pits —
shoutout San Diego. They had that motherfucker
like an ocean in the crowd.”
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LEGAL NAME:
Marlon Gutierrez

STAGE NAME:
Mars the Martian

AGE: 30

HOMETOWN: born in El
Salvador, moved to Los
Angeles in 2000

HIGH SCHOOL: Alliance
College-Ready Academy #5

MUSIC INFLUENCES:
Korn, Lincoln Park

UNDRGRND'S CHOICE:
“Virus,”“In Too Deep”

NOTABLE FEATURES:
Foster, Cypress Moreno, Fatz

BEST LA FOOD: A1 Burger
(“it's good and affordable”)

MANAGEMENT:
R Baron Group
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WORKING AS A TRIO: “We all have something to offer. At the end of the day, we all kind of push
each other in a sense. Like on a verse or something — say | go first, then Statue’s like, ‘Okay, | got

to make a way to come in here and do my shit on this,’ you know? We do it and we make it make
sense. Like a beautiful, trippy science.”

MUSICAL FAMILY: “I grew up watching the uncles, they had a band. We gravitated to that

and ever since then it was like we had an ear for good music. So we vibe with rock,
alternative, you feel me?”
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oned is a clothing brand start
by myself and my high sch
abriel Banda. He does all t
g and | help market and push___
the brand. During COVID-19, we were
able to come out with two shirt & hat de-
signs, including our most popular item,

the “Unyque” hat. New drops soon!”
—DJ Atre

1 twelve months, he’s secured reoccuring shows and residencies at Ventura

aE
THOUSAND OAKS—It would be tough to
remember a weekend night since 2020 where
Alexander Trejo — known better as “DJ Atre”
— wasn't working behind the board. Rising in
both demand and popularity since the pan-
demic, the 25-year-old has quickly grown into
one of The 805's premiere local DJ's.

“When everything was opening
back up, | saw there were some good nightlife
opportunities around me that | never really
paid attention to,” says Atre, a 2015 graduate
of Westlake High School. “I told myself | would
DJ at as many places as | could.”

Atre was born at UCLA Medical in

Want to book DJ

Los Angeles but moved to Thousand Oaks /
when he was 10. His parents bought him a 8 Atre for your next
controller when he entered high school, and he e : event? DM him
began officially charging for DJ services within B on Instagram
ayear. @theofficialdjatre or
But the 805's DJ scene is cutthroat and competitive. We have talents email djatre1996@
like DJ Honey of @95.9 FM, DFO The Ratchet God of Smitty Parties, DJ Brotha C ' gmail.com today!

of the Connect the Coast team — just a sample of the notable DJs throwing live
events and keeping the area’s hip-hop culture active.
Atre’s proven he’s up there with the best in the region. In the last

Beach Club, Copper Blues, The Alamo Bar & Grill, and other notable 805 bars ‘ -
and clubs. |1 L et R

“I never really had a mentor or anything, or anyone to really teach ’ o :
me, but | did what | could,” Atre says. “But I've learned a lot and met so many
amazing DJs who showed me how to become better at the craft.”

Fans of UNDRGRND Magazine saw Atre run the discs at our first ever
event held in January 2020 in Downtown Ventura, and more recently at the
release party for UNDRGRND: The Albumthis past March in Oxnard.

Atre’s a consistent DJ with a solid reputation of helping put on local
artists like 0G David James, Pofsky, Deo Cane, and Luey. But despite his suc-
cess so far, Atre continues to challenge himself to improve his skill set.

“I'm still learning to this day, and will always be learning until | die.”

l photo by Eric Nieto
-‘J; / | =
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hen COVID-19 first hit, Mia Kennedi was nearly 400 miles
from home. She had moved north to Cal State East Bay,
studying business administration — a major she would

switch to psychology if she goes back.

With the fallout from the virus, Kennedi thought it was

best to take a gap year from school and move back to
Compton, California, the city where she was born

and raised. “| decided to pursue music because that was
always a dream of mine.”

Compton’s rank in rap history creates an interesting
environment for young up-and-coming artists. It's like being
the coach’s son or daughter on a high school

basketball team. You're expected to be good, and you're
expected to be successful. All eyes

are on you, so you better be ready.

“Being from Compton, | used to feel the pressure of

carrying that weight on my shoulders,” Kennedi says,

“until | realized that I'm on my unique journey.”

Since moving back to Los Angeles, Kennedi has found it
easy to stand out in her city. In June 2021, she premiered on
Season 6 of the Nest Society, a free Compton-based music
program designed to give back to local musicians. She's also
the host of Soulful Of Noise's “Soulful Sundays” cypher series.
In late 2021, Kennedi linked up with Anthony “tonybe”
Oliver through Instagram, a producer from Chicago now
living in LA. Oliver is now Kennedi's go-to beat maker, and
the duo have collabed on Kennedi's recent singles, “Shallow
Sights” (Sept. 2021) and “Come Up” (March 2022), with a
bundle of unreleased tracks together.

FOREVER THANKFUL FOR THE LESSONS TAUGHT ME WHAT | WAS MISSING. THE GREATEST THINGS

FOREVER THANKFUL FOR THE LESSONS TAUGHT ME WHAT | WAS MISSING

MIA KENNEDI

" Bepreseating hip-hop's West Coast mecca, Compton's i
. Hennedi takes on the expectations of her hometown's rap

Iagf_y_ by letting the music do the talking.
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“Tony dope as hell with so much potential — I'm fortunate to
have met him.”

Barely two years into dropping music, the 21-year-old is
coming into her own as a rapper. She grew up on TLC, Biggie,
and Tupac, but says she's taken influence from the RnB and
pop spaces as well — her biggest inspiration was Michael
Jackson. Her grandfather, Frank Bryant Sr., was even a
well-known gospel singer out of Greenwood, Mississippi.

As with any artist representing the CPT, making an impact is
mandatory. Kennedi says that she recognizes the importance
to not just drop quality music, but to uplift her community at
the same time. When financially stable, she plans on creating
programs for the younger generations who want to pursue their
dreams in any field, even outside of music. Kennedi also hopes
to inspire other women to pick up a microphone and realize
their potential as respected MCs in Los Angeles.

“There are many moguls who've paved the way in my city,”
she says. “Compton’s had it’s issues, but we’'ve made a lot of
progress. My response to the pressure is letting my music
speak for itself.”

L
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Rucci’s £l Perro 2
listening party on
May 24th, 2022.
2Eleven, Bossmann
& Lotto Rocket.

Bossmann, RIMrLA,
Rucci, Killa Cam &
1takeocho.
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STAGE NAME: Lotto Rocket a.k.a. “The
Hawaiian HotBoy”

BIRTHDAY: March 14th, 1994 (Pisces)
HOMETOWN: Waipahu, Hawaii (Owa-
hu). Moved to Carson, California before
kindergarten

NATIONALITY: Hawaiian, Tahitian,
French

HEIGHT: 6-0

HIGH SCHOOL: Carson (expelled), North
Torrance

COLLEGE: Football scholarship to the

University of Hawaii (“linebacker, cor-
ner, receiver. | played everything”)
MUSIC INFLUENCES: Lil Wayne, 03
Greedo, Rebel Souljahz

UNDRGRND’S CHOICE: “Call Me Lotto”,
“Life's A Gamble” (feat. Big Sad 1900)
DREAM LA FEATURE: 03 Greedo or
Ab-Soul (a fellow Carson native)
FAVORITE LA VENUE: El Rey
FAVORITE LA PROD: Sheeesh Jon
FAVORITE LA ENG: MixedByCrook
(“aye Crook why you do ‘em like that?")

FAVORITE LA FOOD: Aunty Maile's
Hawaiian Restaurant (“the only authen-
tic Hawaiian food on the mainland”)
NEXT UP IN LA: Lotto Rocket

BEST HIP-HOP CITY IN THE US RIGHT
NOW: “LA for the culture, Atlanta for
the consistency”

OTHER HOBBIES: Studying Hawaiian
history and language, dancing hula,
and other traditional cultural activities
with family

MANAGEMENT: Mackk & Company

“PEOPLE GET INTO THEIR CAR AND THEY
WANT TO PLAY SOME BANGERS, THEY
GONNA PLAY SOME LOTTO”

GETTING INTO TROUBLE AS A KID:
“My first felony | was like 13. | did the
Scared Straight program — like Beyond
Scared Straight [the TV show]. We went
to the prison but my group was nothing
but little thugs. Nobody was scared.
Nobody cried. Nobody flipped. Everyone
was like ‘This shit regular.”

LA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT:

“It's like a jungle, bro. Everyday you walk
into school and you're risking safety,
your life. People bring straps to school.
After school it was gang politics, all that.
Then | went to a Torrance school and
there was none of that, bro. They had
Chipotle for lunch, Domino’s for lunch.
I'm like, ‘Damn, | love it here.”

PLAYING NCAA FOOTBALL IN HAWAII:
“We played Ohio State my first year
[2015]. That's back when they had Eze-
kiel Elliott and shit like that. He scored a
good three times on us, but it was a good
game.”

MOVING BACK TO LA

AFTER OVERDOSING:

“I was out in Hawaii and at the beach
everyday and partying nonstop. And then
| ended up ‘ODing’ on xans and lean one
night. | ‘OD'd’ in the same hospital | was
born in. It was a wake up call, | was in

a coma for three days — my heart was
failing and shit. | kind of had to self-re-
flect and then | was like, ‘I I'm gonna
do something with my life, it's gonna be
back in LA." So | moved back.”

WORKING WITH R BARON EARLY ON:
“You have to think about R Baron'’s roster
at the time — they had Shoreline Mafia at
their peak, 1takejay and AzChike had just
signed to Atlantic and were hitting the
ground running. They had 03 Greedo who
had the streets on lock while cracking
into mainstream music. Then they had
me. It was a great opportunity being an R
Baron artist before Mackk&Co.”

MEETING RUCCI:

“| wasn't really doing music like that yet,
but | fucked with Rucci’'s music heavy.
We had met in passing before through
MixedByCrook, but our first time really
meeting | had this bottle of lean | just
scored. | didn’t drink lean at the time, so

| was like, ‘I'm just gonna give it to Rucci.
So | went to the studio and had given him
the bottle, and he was like, ‘Man, you a
real n***a,’ Ever since then we locked in.”

ROLLING LOUD LA 2021:

“Going back to Rolling Loud with Rucci

in 2021 was even more lit because | was
an established artist. So being back-
stage with everyone who was anybody in
the trailers next to us, you know, crazy
feeling. Then getting onstage and hearing
people scream my name and that big
crowd that looked like a fucking sea of
people, it was fucking surreal, bro.”

THE MACKK&CO FAMILY:

“Everywhere we go we're clicked up,
we're attached at the hip. We're a family,
literally. Like we're at everybody's baby

showers, birthdays, graduations — any-
thing that has to do with any one of us,
we're there to support. You take the
music away, those are still my brothers...
Sean Mackk forever.”

MORE MONEY (2022):

“I'm in my bag more than ever with this
one. My first project Hawaiian Hotboy

in 2020, | was still learning how to rap.
777 (2021) | got more comfortable. Now
this time around | have finally found my
sound. I've identified it and I've taken it to
a whole ‘nother level. This is literally the
Lotto sound that is gonna carry me the
rest of the way.”




“The level of artist that | want to be, I'mma want a label behind me.”

BOSSMANN
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STAGE NAME: Bossmann
HOMETOWN: Inglewood,
California

HEIGHT: 5-11

HIGH SCHOOL: Morningside
COLLEGE: LA Recording
School (“I went for a little, |
used to engineer music”)
MUSIC INFLUENCES: DJ Quik,
Biggie, Nate Dogg, The Rela-
tivez, Suga Free, WC, Mack 10

UNDRGRND’S CHOICE:

“Split Wigs” (feat. Peysoh),
“Undercover” (feat. G Perico),
“On da Flo” (feat. Rucci/prod.
Cypress Moreno)

DREAM LA FEATURE:

“I wanna work with Kalan.FrFr
and RJMrLA"

FAVORITE LA VENUE:

The Observatory (“l opened
up Young Thug there before,
but | can't wait ‘til it's my own

FAVORITE LA PROD: ROMO,
Larry Jay, KILLA CAM, JR, 420
Tiesto, Low The Great, Fort
Woe, Zay Coronado (“and RIP
DJ Official”)

FAVORITE LA ENG:
MixedByCrook

FAVORITE LA FOOD: Benihana,
LAX Tacos (Inglewood), Wi
Jammin (West LA)

NEXT UP IN LA: Kalan.FrFr
(“he’s the hardest in the city

BEST HIP-HOP CITY IN THE
US RIGHT NOW: Atlanta
OTHER HOBBIES: Running his
clothing line Triple Platinum
MANAGEMENT:

Mackk & Company

i

show” right now”) E
THE PHASES OF LA RAP: GIVING RUCCI EXPANDING OUTSIDE
OVER TO MACKK&CO: THE LA SOUND:

“I remember before [the wave] with
Rucci, Kalan.FrFr, Shoreline Mafia,
1takejay...everything was quiet

but then it started popping. It's the
biggest it's ever been now, I'd say.
And before that it was The Game
and Nip, then YG. Now the latest is
RJMrLA — he had one of the coldest
waves LA will ever see.”

BEING AN INTROVERT:

“My manager be telling me | need
to talk more. I'm more reserved, |
don't know, I'm just to myself. I'm
quiet, really. If | start getting com-
fortable, maybe I'll say something,
but for the most part | just be doing
my own thing. I'm always doing
something, though. I'm always
busy.”

MEETING RUCCI:

“Rucci's nickname back then was
‘Midget’ — he used to play Pop War-
ner football and my dad coached
him. But | knew he rapped. One day
we was going to a football game
and Rucci let me hear one of his
songs, and it was hard. | picked
him up | think the next day to go to
the studio, and we've been working
together everyday since. That's my
best friend, he used to have a bed at
my house.”

“| put my rap career on hold to push
Rucci. | always thought | was good,
but when | heard him and saw his
passion, | realized he was the one
who was gonna open the door for
us. But eventually | figured Tuckk
and Holiday could do more with
Rucci than | could, and | didn’t want
to hold him back anymore. So he
went with Mackk&Co.”

PARTNER DEAL WITH EMPIRE:

“My management has a partner
deal with EMPIRE, so all our music
is released through them. | just
recorded at their studios for the
first time in April. It was a cool
studio — Jackboy was in there.”

ON SIGNING TO A MAJOR:

“| do plan on eventually
signing a deal with a big label.
The independent thing is

cool, it just depends on the
artist — some need a

major, some don't.”

“I try new stuff all the time because
| really don't like sounding the same
on every song. A lot of people don't
know but | really can do different
things, | just don't wanna get too
far away from what the people like.
Ease my way into different lanes.”

ROOM AT THE TOP:

“| feel like the city's wide open right
now, anybody could take over. Blxst
is probably at the top right now, and
| don't even count Roddy Ricch any-
more because he's a megastar now.
But when you think of LA, there's no
single person running the show.”

FUTURE PLANS:

“Stay relevant, stay dropping. |
have singles on the way, and | want

to start working on my
‘ first album soon. Just

working towards having
some offers [from
labels] on the table by
the end of this year.”
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hristina Marie was tired of her makeup sponge
ruining her skin, so she decided to make her
own.18 months later, the makeup artist
debuted Not a Sponge — the “face friendly”
makeup applicator made from revolutionary new
materials. Christina is a Los Angeles native who
grew up in “The 805,” and has been doing
makeup professionally for eight years. Shop for
Not a Sponge and more of her affordable beauty
products by scanning the QR code below.
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Your brain power dictates
your entire future
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So why aren’t you
fueling it?
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~hear in songs by Migos or DaBaby. | wake up

bout 200 miles north of Los Angeles lies

Los Osos, California, an unincorporated town by
the ocean in San Luis Obispo County. It's home
about 17,000 residents, and lies in one of th
northern regions of the 805.

Los Osos is a place with not mue
history to brag about. The only artists
town's Wikipedia page are fro
“brutal death metal” band

But it is also where 3:
Castorena (a.k.a. “Aar
wife and infant son,
technical supp:
air suspe

process.” :
Husting your music
can tap into other nearby areas in the grander
Central Coast music community. There are plenty
of artists successfully navigating the Central Coast
scene right now — the Connect the Coast team,
Niko Cochi$e, BOBBYBEENFRESH, Longhaul Music
Group. There's a large music world between Los
Angeles and The Bay Area, and meeting the right
people is as important as anywhere.
 In June 2022, Aaron collaborated with Morro
Bay, California native and UNDRGRND Issue 5
cover artist, Endless, for "We Never Stop.”
: "We Ilnked up at Riff City Records, which is
 where | record primarily when | don't record
~ myself, Aaron says. “| sent him a beat | made that |
i hought would be fun for us to lace, and the rest is

- Aaron tells UNDRGRND that his biggest
ength is his relatability.

~ "lwork hard for a living and | still struggle. I'm
ot waking up saying to myself the words that |

s Osos meansyou

' - usually tired, stressed, under-rested, overworked.
‘Anyone who can r_el_ate, I‘m_ doing this for you."




702 Spotlight

AAmy Jaime
|

If UNDRGRND Magazine learned one thing from
creating Issue 4: “Sin City” last summer in Las Vegas, it's
that 702 artists have a work ethic that is unmatched. The
city's “hustle and grind” nature bleeds heavily into its world
of underground music.

Las Vegas native Amy Jaime is no exception.

The 24-year-old singer balances a budding music
career with her full-time medical assistant job. Amy also has
experience running her own clothing line — Buena Suerte —
and begun hosting charity events in the Las Vegas area.

Her first such hosting gig was a 20-vendor car wash
fundraiser held earlier this year to raise money for SafeNest,
a 702-based nonprofit aimed at ending domestic violence.

“The whole process was amazing and a learning
experience for myself,” says Amy, who plans to host her own
food drive in the near future.

On the music front, Amy has had a productive 2022.
One of her most notable releases to date — "1-800 PICKUP
CALL” — officially dropped in January. This was followed by
two summer singles — “Bad Ideas” and “Secret” — tracks
Amy claims are her favorite she has ever written.

The year has also brought Amy features and expo-
sure on the popular music websites BuzzMusic and Ear Milk
Publication. In April, she landed a spot singing the national
anthem at a Las Vegas Lights vs. LA Galaxy Il match at Cash-
man Field, another unique and strategic way to connect with
new fans and grow her audience.

I'm not where | want to be in my music career yet,
but expect my fans to be like Nicki Minaj fans,” Amy says.
“They would be ride or dies.”

Las Vegas is a breeding ground for artists who
prove you can successfully juggle a day job while still finding
creative ways to find new listeners and progress your music
career. Amy’s in the medical field. Issue 4 cover artists 1K
and Kareema double as a sports book manager and a health
care worker, respectively.

The 702 attracts entertainers of all popularity levels
who are hungry for opportunities and are willing to work for
it. According to Amy, this type of environment suits her well.

“Many think that Vegas is just The Strip and Fre-
mont Street but there's more to it,” she says. “The talent out
here that Vegas has to offer is incredible.”




I knew about WackO05 for probably about two years before
| actually met them. In 2020, UNDRGRND Magazine
connected with Thousand Oak’s artist Frankiii and the 4K
crew, and the door was opened to a whole younger clique
brewing along the 805's southern edge.

With that wave came my personal discovery of Foxy the
Finesser and Cap’' — WackO05's two standing members. My
first memories seeing their content include flailing baseball
bats, ski masks, dope merch, and an abundance of girls and
confidence. Chances are this duo has popped up
somewhere on your feed.

Foxy (22, born Walter Kay Leon Gause IV) doesn't claim a
specific hometown (“| moved around a lot") but went to
Thousand Oaks' High School. Cap’ (22, born Jake Dillon
Sebek) reps Woodland Hills, but also attended TOHS for the
school’s football program. The two became close
sophomore year as teammates on junior varsity.

“| was a lineman,” Foxy says. "Left guard was my main
position but | played all of them because other linemen
would either get hurt or not know the plays.”

Fast forward nearly eight years, and Wack05 has opened
for the likes of Sada Baby, Smokepurpp, Young M.A, and
Robb Bank$. The two are natural marketers, placing
important emphasis on high quality music videos and
consistent releases. They've dropped three official music
videos so far in 2022, including a Cap’ solo video for “Intro
Pt. 1" in early July. On August 1st, Wack05 dropped their
first official project Wacky Tapes Vol. 1.

Earlier in the year, | had finally met up with Foxy and Cap’
for the first time. We linked at The Tipsy Goat, a small but
popular dive bar located right on Thousand Oaks Blvd — as
good a place as any. Expecting to meet the boisterous duo |
had seen pulling shenanigans on Instagram for the past
couple of years, | was somewhat surprised to meet two
well-put-together young men.

Foxy and Cap’ told me about the early days of their
friendship and their efforts to perform on bigger stages and
open for well-known artists. Notably, both rappers are
juggling their Wack05 careers simultaneously with their
final semesters in college. They have a solid management
team behind them — GHOS$T and Big Money Walt — who
help Foxy and Cap’ book shows and network through the
industry.

WackO05 has one of the highest ceilings for a hip-hop duo
coming out of SoCal right now. With their debut tape now on
all streaming platforms, combined with the fact that the two
front runners are soon to graduate college and have more
time to lock in on music, WackO05 has set the foundation for
success in the rap game.
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Field Notes

May 2, 2022

By Andrew Mason

I'm in the Miracle Mile area of Los Angeles. It's a nice spot, not too
far from The Grove. The No Jumper live podcast starts at 8:00pm
inside The El Rey Theatre. I'm a big No Jumper fan, and bought the
VIP Meet-N-Greet tickets and everything. | park a few streets over
from the venue — if you know me, I'm always trying to park for
free.

| walked to El Rey and get in line. I'm super late. The Meet-N-Greet
started over half-an-hour ago. | take another L — I realize I still
have my backpack. | had brought it to try to show off some UN-
DRGRND magazines, but obviously you can't bring a backpack into
a venue like this. F*ck. | run back to my car, drop the backpack, get
back in line, and get inside the building.

2022 | UNDRGRND 34

ENTRY 2: ROPE GANG,
HOUSE PHONE, & SHOEYS

A POV LOOK AT THE FIRST EVER
NO JUMPER LIVE SHOW

The Meet-N-Greet is up on the second-floor
balcony of EL Rey. There are maybe 30 people
total left at this point, including No Jumper’s
Adam22, AD, Gina Views, and more — basically
the whole squad. | say what's good to my favor-
ite No Jumper personality, Lil House Phone. We
talk for a few minutes, then the Meet-N-Greet
ends. For the next hour, general admission
ticket holders file in. Some of the No Jumper
team hops in the crowd for photos with fans,
while drinks and exclusive merch start to sell
like crazy.

The live show begins. The crowd is rowdy and
really into it, and the No Jumper cast is getting
hyped off that energy. T-Rell’s going berserk
with the dancing, Yuriy does a Shoey, some
girl sitting near me tries to fight Aliza? The
crew eventually finds its rhythm and takes the
500-person audience through the variety of
shows that exist in the No Jumper Universe.



1 1:00pm On the hour, the live show finishes. The cur-
tains close and everyone starts funneling back
onto Wilshire Blvd. | say hello to friends of the
magazine, Kali Shashati and his artist Jakarta
$lim, who we’ve interviewed before. As I’'m
leaving, | meet Basa-Nova, a content creator at
No Jumper and 4 Family & Friends. | left after
that and the night was over. Congratulations to
: the entire No Jumper tean for making history
S, and big moves in the musjgfmedig landscape!

¥ For-UNDRGARNDs ”;@é_
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FOOD DISPARITIESIN
BLACK COMMUNITIES

a message from Los Angeles’ Chef Courtney Beavers

| guess you're wondering who | am. My name is
Courtney Beavers. | am a chef, teacher, artist, activist,
and entrepreneur. Throughout my life and career, I've
been saddened and angered by the gap in quality,
affordable, and BIPOC-owned produce that is
available in less prosperous communities.

I'm a product of the 90s and was born in Lynwood,
California. | was raised in post-riot Compton until the
age of four, when we moved to a low income
apartment in Santa Monica. It's here where | first
noticed a great divide in the wealth class between
myself and my peers. My mother’s job in the Santa
Monica-Malibu Unified School District helped keep the
lights on. But with four growing kids, things became
tough. | remember lots of hotdogs, instant ramen, and
canned or frozen vegetables.

During trips to our local Albertsons, | would grab
beautifully displayed produce, but was told to, “put
that down because it's too damn high.” When my mom

needed produce, we would drive to Compton to shop at the local Food
4 Less. There the produce is stacked in their boxes and piled high. You
have to sift to find what's fresh and what's not.

| was recently told at a gig in Malibu that the standard of food we
produced had to be higher because of the “affluent” — predominantly
white — neighborhood we were in. What makes the communities | know,
communities rich in culture and deep in agricultural history,
continuously left out of conversations on healthy food? In my business
experience | have learned to not let obstacles stop me. So | began to
find solutions.

The COVID-19 pandemic and the general global crisis in 2020
brought a lot of needed and long overdue attention to the plights of the
African Diaspora. One issue we all faced early on was a limitation on
resources. Being quarantined at home, people became more concerned
with their health. Home-cooked meals soon became a norm. Shoppers
began to look towards the outer portions of the grocery stores, where
things were fresher.

Unfortunately, many communities still came up short. Noticing the
trend of people wanting to learn how to cook, | began teaching cooking
classes on Zoom to eager individuals and groups. Another impactful

Courtney's Sweet Chili Pork Loin with
Spaghetti Squash & Okinawan Mash

emergence has been the boom in urban gardening. Courtney Beavers is a traveling celebrity
I've relied on my local community garden for many valuable chef, tteaut:her and a;:ttrilvi;tt. \:]is'rt.hij. PFatreon
= = = at patreon.com/thexitcnenjeal. For
resources. The Compton Community Garden is not just a wonderful holdngs, [ariHes: ard 1 stay Unto date:
resource for fresh produce, but a great educational tool for how to grow follow his socials at:

different species of plants and learn their different health benefits.
These gardens became a great link to other local farmers and growers

in Los Angeles and California in general. o grcarwfé%ggggasrel
Bottom line, enriching produce and meals is something we thekitchenjedi
all deserve.

gj @thekitchenjedi
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ou probably know about Victorville, Calif. from the few minutes
you've driven through it on the way to Las Vegas. The city is about an
hour and half drive east of Los Angeles, and a fundamental staple of
| California’s High Desert region.

It's here in Victorville where YG Dreamz and Playdeville are
. fighting to put their hometown on the hip-hop map.

“When | tell people I'm from Victorville, people don't know what
I'm talking about,” says Playdeville. “It's starting to get recognition, but
not as much as I'd like.”

YG Dreamz and Playdeville are individual artists, but are close
friends and collaborate often — they even share the same manager,
Gyrvin Garcia. The rappers first met each other around 2018 under
. non-music circumstances.

“We both from the same town, and you know, there's politics,”
Playdeville says. “"When we first met we actually exchanged some words
[he laughs]. But we met up and talked it out and clicked instantly. Our
kids’ moms ended up being friends.”

Out of the two, Playdeville is the OG when it comes to making
music. The 28-year-old has been releasing records since 2012, originally
part of a group called “Ski Mask Mafia.” For over half a decade he rocked the Ski Mask Mafia brand, learning the ropes of
the industry under San Gabriel Valley rap icon, YBE.

In 2018, Playdeville decided to break off and focus on a solo career.

“| was the young one in the background,” Playdeville says about his time with Ski Mask Mafia. “| soaked up game
as | went along. Once it was time to go my separate way, | had to do my thing.”

Around this time Playdeville and YG Dreamz's friendship began to manifest. YG Dreamz, 27, hadn'’t officially
released any songs yet, but had years of experience freestyling over beats with his friends. He credits Playdeville
with proving to him that somebody from Victorville could find success through hip-hop.

“When Play started coming out, he was from Victorville, he rapped good, and he had views on his videos,” YG
Dreamz says. “l was more in the streets — | had that mentality. But he had the music vision in his head and pushed
me, and that's why we really met.”

The two dropped a collab EP, Vitlainzin April 2021. The music video for the project’s first track, “Nothin’ Nice," has
reached 1.3 million views on YouTube. Playdeville himself sits at an impressive 30k subscribers on the platform.

Both artists actively seek connections in nearby rap communities. The duo have used Hawthorne, Calif.'s Red
Room Studios frequently in the past to record new music. More recently, the artists have started driving to Redlands,
Calif. to record with Sav Did It, their go-to engineer who played a major role in the creation of Villainz.

“Sav mixes and masters a lot of our stuff, and he raps t0o,” YG Dreamz says. “| basically consider his studio to be
my home studio now.”

They are also relatively tapped into “The 805" rap world. YG Dreamz told UNDRGRND Magazine he respects many
popular Oxnard, Calif. rappers, including LeoohhDaFool and Big E. In 2017, Playdeville linked up with Dstructive
Filmz. The Oxnard videographer has directed and edited multiple music videos for Playdeville, including “All Hustle,
No Love” (41k views) and “With The Xxtras” (10.5k views).

“Dstructive shot two videos for /7 2 Deep,” says Playdeville, referencing his January 2022 album. “He knows what
he's doing and he's a beast — quality speaks for itself. When | met him back we just vibed, and we've built a good
relationship over time.”

Like more up-and-coming rappers than want to admit it, Playdeville and YG Dreamz work day jobs to support
. their hip-hop hustle. On top of being dads, Playdeville doubles as a truck driver, while YG Dreamz works in a warehouse in
Victorville, a nod to their work ethics.

Looking forward, both plan on dropping singles for the rest of the year, and say the early stages for a big Victor-
ville-centric hip-hop show are in talks.

“If we gonna perform in our hometown, we want to make sure we do it big. Invest into it,” YG Dreamz says. ‘I
don’t want to leak too much, but something's in the works.”

Playdeville and YG Dreamz are prime examples that a music career can start in a small market. But more impor-
tantly, they also act as symbols of solidarity and peace within their local community.

“There’s a lot of hate and beef in our city,” YG Dreamz says. “There's not much to do other than to get into trouble
i1 and fight each other. One of Play and my goals is to show unity and that we can come together. I'd say we broke the cycle.”
Watch the music video for Playdeville & YG Dreamz’s “Nothin’ Nice” by scanning the QR code on the left page.




A DIVE
INTO LA
RAPPER
AZCHIKE'’S
ONE OF A
KIND DISCOGRAPHY

SOUTH CENTRAL - LOS ANGELES



